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The values were confirmed by analysis of typical local meals and foodstuffs.
The results of the selenium analysis of red blood cells, serum and hair of the
children are listed in Table 1 on a wet and dry weight basis. The hair levels
of the children in Portuguesa (range 0.65~3.78 mg/kg) were found to be
between that of nonendemic and toxic areas of China, demonstrating the
intermediate situation of the geographic area under study. Signs of selenosis

in terms of pathological changes in hair and nails were observed only in a few

cases. The increase in selenium serum concentration with age (Table 2) was
more marked in children of region 2.
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